RICHARD ARMSTRONG. B, 1805 - p, 1860

Papers 1829 - 1855

THE RICHARD ARMSTRONG PAPERS CONTAIN LETTERS SENT TO
FAMILY AND FRIENDS IN THE U, S., 1829-1854; LETTERS TO
THE MissioN DEPOSITORY AND MISSIONARY FRIENDS IN HAwAITI,
1833-1855: AND A LECTURE ON EDUCATION, UNDATED.

THE ARMSTRONG-CHAPMAN PAPERS ARE PHOTOCOPIES OF ORIGINAL
MANUSCRIPTS IN THE LIBRARY OF CoNGRESS., WRITTEN TO ARM-
STRONG'S BROTHER-IN-LAW , REUBEN CHAPMAN, AND OTHER FAMILY
MEMBERS., THEY COVER THE YEARS 1837-1847, AND ARE FILMED

AS A UNIT AT THE END OF THE RICHARD ARMSTRONG PAPERS.
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Princeton Theo. Sem.

sept. 1830,

Dear Sisters:-—

A good while has elapsed since I wrote vou a line, but
the reason was that I had nothing particular to comunicate, and it wowuld
be useless to send vou a shest of wiiite waper - vou howsver are, amongst
you, a letter in myv debt, for if I mistake not, I wrote last.

My health is now unusually good, we have had Mr. Halstea
here from N, Y. curing us all of the Dyspepsia, he has done great benefit
to most of us - since apvlying his remedy I feel much better — costive-
ness and indigestion have entirely left me and they troubled me very
much before,

By this time vou will begin to scold about my bad writing,
but it is never bhest to read a letier too fast — indeed,I believe, if
it requires the whole family to make it out, there will he nothing lost.

Our vacation commences on Tuesday next, during which I
expact to spend my time in Lancaster Co., and Adams co., Pa. In the former
there is a revival of religion in which I expect, for a while, to labor
for a week or two — It will be the delight of my heart to get among those
who are inquiring the way to Zion. I feel need of reviving myvself very
much; for I am not as much engaged as k should be, and as the spirit of
the gospel, as well as of the age require — owr time here is hut short,
and fleeting, and eternity is long and fast approaching -~ all depends
upon time, and time is made up of days amd moments, therefore, the mom-
ents of our lives should all be improved.

I exprcted to take license this fall but have concluded to put
it off 1ill spring by the wish of Presbytéry - If I had liberty ro preach
I would endeavor to go home this fall, but, if Providence permit, I shall
surely he home in the spring vacation.

I forget whether I aver mentioned to you the possibility of my
going to the heathen to preach the gospel, if not, vou will perhaps be
surprised to hear of the fact. The econdition of five or six hundred
millions of the human race that now sit in grops darkness has long occu—
pied my attention — If I am ever to preach the evarlasting gosvel, it
will only be on the authority of our Saviour's ascending command, which
is to go and "teach all mations " not a part of the nations, but all
nationg. This command is get in full force and to disohey it, is to
declare, we are not true disciples, for lle says, "If you love ,e Keep my
Commandments", The commission then, on which I am to act, is founded on
Divine authority, and that is to "go into all the world" and preach the
gospel, It is true that this course of life subjects a person to many
privations and severe trials, hut we live for etermity, not for time,
These light afflictions work out for us a far more exceeding and eter—
nal weight of glory — those who would gain Heaven must zo through much
tribulation - No cross, no crown, is a true maxim - The very condition
of our desciprleship is a total renunciation of the world with all it
holds dear, wve are not therefore, to consult the will of the flesh, but
to seek for the path of duty— This 1s not so much a4 state of attainment
as of desire; not a state of reward but of probation - when the question
therefore regards duty,thie pleasures of 1life must ba axcluded.

I dare ray it would be hard for you to see me go to a foreign
land never to return - The ties of nature are strong and tender; bhut for
the honor of Christ who came as a Missionarv from the skies t0o redeem a
fallem world , yvou should be willing to see me go any where,

I shall expect, by the next letter you write, that you will say something
on this subject - tell me whethsr» or not vou are willing that I should"go
Tfar henca to the gentiles" - keep the thing among vourselves and let it
not get abroad that I expect to be a Missionarv.

I have a very intimate class-mate by the name of W, P. Alexan—
der, who is of the same mind on this subject with myself. He is a man
of first rate talents, good acquirements, and generous spirit - The
probability is, should Providence pemuiv, we may go in company to a for-
eign station.




fJ

I am about starting to Philadalphia,on my way to Lancaster— My old friend
Mrs, Neilson is here, in good health and spirits — She appears to be a
devoted christian and is doing much good - I intended to have written
some letters to James and Anthony, but this is a time of such eontinued
hustle, that I have not heen able to do it.

You may expect me home next spring, if God wills; you will not
86e lquch ore of me in this life, but let us all endeavor to meet on
Zion's Hill above, Farewell, Prayv for ne continually.

R. Armstrong.

Tell Andrew Guffey I would be glad if he could send me about thirty or
forty dollars by James Pollock when he returns , this will answer until
I get home, I hope.

T ———— s g ey —— e ——
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Princeton, Aug. 25th., 1831,

Dear Sisters:

I wrote to the Squire a few weeks ago, telling him of my
intention to leave this land soon for the Sandwich Islands - what do you
think of this T Does it shock vou ? Let youwr minds be calm, I am in good
spirits; altho bhonds and imprisonments may await me, still I am a good
soldier of the cross— it will be well with me. None of these things mova
me — why should I not rejoice to be an Embassaldor of Heaven to a dying
world — if my labors and suffering are great, ny reward will be great
also — If I suffer with christ, I shall also.rajoice with him - Let then
svery tear he dried up and let us prepare to meet at God's right hand.

This last week has been .perhaps, the most important one of
my 1ife — you will ask why ?* Because of one avent which has transpired-
The God of wmy life has directed my steps to a spot whers "grows a flower
of nameless charms" — Its richness and fragrancae, and not its heauty,
attracted me — It has huded and blown under the rays of a New Fngland
sun, and has always been by an Fastern breesze - Me thinks I hear
you now ask, what does he mean * R — has bheen courting or something as
bad - you have guassed aright— He has — but vou shall hear more on this
subject soon, the matter is not fully determined and when it is vou shall
hear all abhout it.

Now, sisters, I know vou are fond of industr»y, and so are
some of your female neighbors; vou have bheen brought up to it, and will
not therefore think it hard if I impose a pretty heavy task upon vou -
The Board of Miss. has sent me a 1list of clothing as an outfit for my
mission, and there are some of the articles which vou can make better
than any body else, if vou can find time to make them, and I will visit
you,with the leave of Providence, in the former part of October, and get
them, and pay for them. The following is a list of the articles I wish
you to make or get mads if you can:

3 Doz. Cotton Shirts & 1 Doz. Collars.

3 Doz, Wnite Cravats.

1/3 Doz. White Pocket Handkarchiafs.

1/2 Doz. Thin Flannel Wrappers made very large (don't make these till you )
3 pr. Flannel Drawers, (see me )
2 pr. Cotton Drawers.

2 Doz. palr of cotton or linen stockings— short

1/2 Doz, pr. pillow cases.

1/2 Doz. Table—cloths

1 Doz. Towels,

You will have until towards the last, parhaps the 20th., of
Oct. to provide these articles, and I wish you to get them of a good
substantial kind, and preserve the bills until I come. The Roard allow
something to purchase an outfit, but I do not Xnow how much it is— hut
if you will expend a littie labor and time in fitting me out, you labor
shall not be forgot, tho, I he seperated from vou by the Waters of the
deep. If you find it %00 mueh, perhaps vour female friends will help
you for the good of the cause — Indsed I should like this much as it will
enable me to recollect them with more interest and it would interest them
in the causes of missions. Get them together then and make a frolick of
it, and tell them when I come I will preach them a serman in return.

In case the affair mentiohed in the former part of my let—
ter succeeds, I intend to take her with me home, altho. she lives in con-
necticut - she is desirous of accompanying me, if she goes with me.

Her name is Clarissa Chapman and I never saw her until last week y but
Knew her character for a short time — more of this hereafter.
I am overwhelmed with business as I am chosen to deliver the Annual ad—
dress befora the Society of Inquiry on Missions, and have a long examin-
ation hefore

You would be astonished at tha 1ist of articles of every
kind, which the Board has sent me, as necessary for the Mission — it will
raquire much time and trouble to prepare them all, but you will assist
me very much by securing the articles specified. Farewell for the pres—
ent,

Youwr brother,

Jo & M., Armstrong. R. Armstrong.

s,
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