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THE LIFE AND LAST DAYS OF MRS. Ll FO.
LUCY G. THURSTON.

The Inst of the Pionecer Misions vics.

A Memorial Discourse by REV. WALTER FREAR,

preached Oct. 22d 1876, In Fort St Chnreh.
. fan, = A e ,
Mank x: 20, 890, And Jewun avswered aod wald, Verily 1
#4Y unto you, There is no maa that hath left howse, ot breth-
rew, or mister, or father, or mother, or wife, or chilldren, or
' lands, for my sake, and (he goapel's,

But he shall receive an hundred @14 now in this time,
houses, and brethren, and sisters, and motker, and children, I
and lands, with persecutions ; and in the workd (o come eter-

nal Nle. :

I bave gelected these words in memoviam of
Mrs, Lucy Goodale Thurston, because they were
mu ch in her mind in the Inst weeks of her life,
and because she realized that they had been re-
- wmarkably fulfilled to ber. The varied experi-
ences, in view of which she appropriated to her-
golf these words of her Saviour, were vivid in
‘her memory. Her thoughts went back over the
past o good deal.  She thought 6f the old home
in Marlborough, Massachusetts, where ehe was
. born on the 20th of this month, 1795. She
thought of the large circle of friends; of the
father, and of the eight or nine brothers and
sisterg, and of the numerous respectable and
.godly uncles and aunts and cousing that she had
left, and of all the pleasant nssocintions that she
had forssken; and then her thoughts would
dwell on the portion that she had received on :
these far-off islands, and tho gratefol feeling :
would arise that it had been fay bhetter for herl
thatshe had lefs all. For some months, and 1 N
might say years, she.hnd been living quite largely | !
in ber reminiscences. Her pen hind been busy
with them. The scencs of carlier times were
before her mind daily. She lived over again the
experiences through which she had passed to mﬂl
unueual degree ; so that it was with more than
an ordinary significance that she with clear ve-
membrance, and in divect relerence to ull that
she had lost and gained, suffered and enjoyed, . '
opencd her Bible a few weeks ngo, and pointing
with her finger to this passuge, snid to me, '
4 ‘*This bas all been true in my case,” !
Let us sec how true it has been. I
It was in a literal sense that she left houses '
and friends and country for Uhrist’s sake. Shey
at the time; had'no thought of the mild and
healthful preezes of Hawaii, that now invite
#0 many Trom the colder climate of tie States. .
She had no thought of the grand mountains and
‘voleanoes that now uttruct the tourist, and ave
8y ‘counted among the wonders of the earth. There
'was 1o anticipation 6f the delightful homes and
|geninl pociety that in late years have given to
i;hnu! islands o charm. She left a land nnd bome
‘to which she was greatly endeared, to go by long S
_and dangerous voyuge, to ong’of the most remote
~nnd least known parts of the carth, to o people
in the greatest of heathgnish darkuess, '
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among whom life was ©heip, and that offered.
human sacrifices, and had fearful rogulations o["l
tabu, aud were naked envages. She and all-on l
board the ‘brig Thaddews, as Dr. Anderson
says, ‘ Expected o protracted and perilous conflict
with pagan rites, human saerifices and bloody
altars; for no intimation had Leen received that
he |dols and altars of superstition had been over-
mown.”” We can also readily umgine with |
hat & grave appreciation and consciouspess ﬁtq
he magnitude of the sacred ‘mission, she gw
nerself to be o missionary. 1 doubt if ever &
missiopnry surrendered home and friends, to tak
up &0 great and critical & work for Ohirist, with
o decper sense of what we might call the ideal

_proprieties of so high a calling. I’ W" :
: i 4 E T

: : It was in & apl.ru |
om al! lewty, and in which human lum

‘but o second place while Christ had tho fiest,

at sho was not disobedient unto the !;mvenly’l
. It was'in a seriousness and a hevoismy that
‘one’s1ife in his hands that she left the com-
Mforts of n pleasant home, expeeting n rude liut (o
{be ber habitation, and that what had been neces-
jgaries of life were henesforth to he ber loxu- |
ries. In place of the refinements of soeiety. %

iwas to come in contact with gross ignoran
-'tlmgumng vices, brutish drunkenness and
‘unnameable immoralities. Thus she fursook aff,
Among other things in leaving all for (ﬁtist-
nnd the Gospel’s sako, she at that time gave up
‘the thought of o long life. Her stronger brothers
and sisters were around her. She was thought
be-the frailest of them all. She had already |
had premonition of early. disease in the lungs,
with attacks of hemorrhage. Her donbt was,
whether she could long endure the tropical heats
and exposures to which she expected to be .
jected. It was thought that amid the hardships
antl’lpuvnncma there sbe wonld find nn early”

Whnn spcnhug of this presnge of smp-
{i_l il lIl__I!I tQ Mz. m mﬁ o I.‘IIE,

L
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¥l af home thought that Lucy would be the |

first to die.”" She berself thought o, They all |

had no other thought, than that in that heathen
Hand her life would go flrst. They bade her:
 farowell, as oue whom they never expected o sec
|ogain on carth. She would be in heayen long
' hefore the rest of them, * But,™ suid she, « here
1 am still, spared: the longest of, th L All

thase brothers and sisters have gone before me. |
" Not one of them ig left:** Thus she pave her |
Jdife to Christ expecting that the giving of it |

avould elibrten_it, abd he has given her more |

yeays thun would have been hers il Irad kept
bet life. _Bhe found the words o Chirist true,
that & he that loseth Lis life for my sukobill find.

AL She thog £t of this lehglhoniug ndf'li'ii'-

. 08¢ of the ways in which the bundred §
hudilpnen given to her. She felt confident :
Jong ago sie would have besn in her grave be
e staid in the old New En, il howe. But ns”
b i slie hins.been epared to outlive by a dt_\yf:"ll:é‘_

plete her S1at year. And instead of never
ing upon “the faces of the hom friends, in
the ordering of’ Providence she has-heen permit-

::'ﬁl‘).ﬂﬂl] miles b " )
sicknesses, and nu&n; ng diseases 't God
has suffered ber to be the lnst to die on these
islands, of all that worthy pioneer band who

cailed in the brig Thaddeus on . the 234 off
October, 1819, aud landed in the fof April
at Kailua.  #

Agnin, among the things tha®8be forsook for
Obrist and the Gospel's snke; was any _cherished
ambition that she might have had, any thought/
of being known, ecsteemed and honored among
lier ncquaintances, or of having & name and o
place in the world. Those were first days in the

|missionary work. Honor had not come upon,
those who bad gone to carry the lamp of life
ipto the regions of darkness, The missionury

85 had not yet been garlanded in the popul

teemn. Uhe work had not yet taken to itse g

hor aspects than that of self-sacrifice for this

tsake of those perishing in ignorance and sin. 18
fcome at thut time to these -dg‘g’ik:_'ialnnda wak the
canscious giving up of al culture, and 6F
place in society, and of influence in the prog
sive developement of coe's own country. It was
\going out to unknown.ends of the carth, to spend
‘one’s dugs in humblest work of teaching o gross

‘and degraded people ; to have one’s Mmith nnd{
patience tried, and to lay one's bady at last
among heathen bones, instead of in the old vil<
‘lagg church-yard. But bow true it is that God

hag given her more than all that she gave up in

this respect. Her name is'a familiar name to o
large part of the best people in America. She,
1 known and held in hionor over-a large part of
the Christian world. She has  place in the
hearts of thousands who probably would wever’
bave heard name, had she not left society.

‘anniversary of her marriage. nnd to nlmost. ;

(ted twice to yisit the land of her birth. She at‘-j1




81¢ than a hundred fold in friends," i
~lence hus been far more widely exte
bos & ngble place in ¢t 6 grand hist
Sions, (She hus a high he in missions
d'is there any fmme better, or more | _
rited on earth, than M&fh now belong;
“Ysuch beroes of the crosss Thoen s ta tfe o
lonary receive a w‘_i;ﬂ&ﬁ-mwlnd . high
in the thoughts and love of the christing
world than would have been his if hie had stayed
j{jn his native land?  There may basﬂg" some
‘who think it a pity that ahy ooe of cultard g
| of promise should throw himself away, by aban-

idoning prospective . morinﬂw 3
o be a bumble nissionary in

Mrs. Thursto uught:ot of this at ﬂa \
(nor did she speak of it in ‘conneotion wi ga
passuge Gf seripture, but we may speak it “for
her,. She did however think und speak of 4
many friends, the christia brothers and #lsters,
-that God bad given her in her misgionary life,
Ste thotight gratefully of the interest that bad
been taken in her, of the favours that hod been
done to er, of the kindnesses and assis that |
bad been generously given, and of | that Goﬁ;
liad put-into the beart of others to do for her,
She fel that she had not heen left i less, b
that the promise in this respect had been fuldlled,
that the hundred fold had been given, 'that wore
hands had winistered to her in her lnst '

than she cnuld-l__ai?expeckd, hadw .

Al for heathe
But in oy I

for Mes. 'I'lnfeston that she |
(for Ohrist. [ mean in her nsefulness. God'ol
give us few great blessings that will add o
happiness to life than to put it in our powe
be really useful. That which adds to our
fulness adda to the good of our life, Much
been added to Mrs. Tharston in this
the days of her strength shie
and the good that she has i
ling doubtless heen o hun e
would have done in New glend.  Among ho
t pupils were Kings and Queens, whose Ins
fluence soon Jed (he people generatly to desirg
gospel instruction. She was the educator ¢ F
soge of the first minds in the nation, J ndge “:'.
 who became such an honor to Lis sace, Wil
seledted by the King to be.instructed by Mr.
Mes. Tharston, and he was long their di
sehiolar, receiving much of his solid worth L
finieh from them. She endured liardness os 4
Food soldier in that earncst fight to secure o hold)

or the gospel on Hawaii. She stood firm whi {3
‘others failed. She suffered, passed through ex-
céeding great trials, persevered and was | raye,
88 gome others were not. She had o, full ghare
in those trinls, and burdens and hardships and,
dangers through which the mission was brought
to 0 success, and o heathen paalglu christinnized.
How much greater is the work that she has been’
permitted t? do, than if she 2 1 in
Datiye land! How

N
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