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{Feb.24-Mar.20, 1846]¢_
Canton, Tuesdéy Feﬁy.aéth, 1845.

Have raised a little blood to day and felt more than
usuﬁl uneasiness in my side.. TFor #he lasf week the pain in my;
side has been mbre-frequenﬁ an& moie of an accﬁte nature ihan for-.
merly. | _

Hayé closed.a packége to send to the islands< by the hand
of Cap. Dominis, Whé having called I have this moment delivered it.
He has also kindly offered to take any little package which I may
.ﬁave'to Eend. I understand there is tQ be a wedding shortly-.ﬁr.
Balllis to be united to Miss Robertson. | |

Canton, Wednesday, Feby 25, 1846.

I retired at an‘early hour last night, having the night
hefore sat up late tolget my'communications Tor home in a state
of readiness not being certain they would not be calléd for in the
morning. Doubtiesé I sxerted myself ﬁoo much for I felt very much
fatigued when I retired and did not rest well after going %o béd.
My rest last night was comfortable, but notwifhsfanﬁing I f£ind
that my expectoration this morning is tinged with blood. If I
were able I would attend to the }equest of Mr, Diméndsana”fry to
find some rice paintings and rice paper he has asked for & send
them by Cap. Dominis.f_— Did nof-sucoeed, and sent nmothing.-

Canton, Thﬁrsday Feby 26/46.

Dr. Parker having called to day made kind inquiries

respecting oy health and belng informed of my having the two days

past expectorated some bloody matter Lrom my lungs, he said he

would prepare me some pills to take on such occasions; which he
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did, and sent them to the house.

The wedding of Dr. Bell in being united in marriage to

Miss Robertson tock place this evening. Miss R. is a Scotch lady-

nineteen years younger I understand than br. B. She is the sister
of a Mrs. Marshall resident in Caﬁton both of whom have for some -
time been living in Dr. Ball's family. _ |

- At 6 oclock Dr. and Mrs. Bridgman, Mr.d. Bridgman &

myself proceeded to the house of Dr, Ball, where various guests

- had assembled together with an Zpiscopal Clergyman the Rev. Mr.

_SteadﬁanJ the military Chaplain of the froops at Hong Kong who
had been sent Tor Tor the occésio;. As the bride and bfidggroom
were of two_nétions it ﬁas arfangéd that the marriage ceremony
shounld be performed first by the American Comsul ét his resddence
aﬁd afterwards by the Chaplain at the English Comsulate. . At a
quarter before 7 o'ck the company procéeded %o the house of Mr.

Forbes the American Consul, the ladies being conveyed in chairs.

'We assembled in & large room on the second floor. A oumber of

persons ﬁe:e present besides those belonging to the missionary
fraternlity. these being besides Dr. Brldgman's family and thé
family of Dr. Ball, Dr. & Mrs. Parker, Dr. & -Mrs. Devan (the wife
of Dr. D. is a daughter of my old friend David Hale) and Mr.
Roberts, the two latter are Baptists;:i.Commodore Biédlé was onse
of the other number. to whom.tqgethef @ith the Consul I had the |
honor of being introduced,'_Th%iGonsul is é noble locking man, his
lady & two children were present these having recently arrived
from the U, S. in the ship Pazl Jomes, Captain Watkins who with
his lady were zlso of tpe company- ¥Mr. Spooner also who iz scon

to take passage in that vessel fTor the U. S,



A11 things being ready the persons to be married took thelr
positions - Dr: Bridgman standing for bride's man and the'eldest
daqghter of Dr. Ball for bride’s maid, while the Consul in an
appropriate manner performe& the ﬁarriage ceremony. Dr. Parker
offering the prayer of the occasion.

Erom the American Conéuiate we proceeded to that of tﬁe
English Consulate which is situated on tﬁe other side of %he
river;%;-; I am misfaken, it is dn.the same side of the river but
iﬁ ﬁas more convenient to go by watér.——-having two boats in atiend-
ance belonging to the -Am. Consul; we took our-seats and were short-
1y on the side of the river near the Consglafe to which we repair-
fed. _Hére the marriage was performed by Mr. Steadman accarding to
E?iscopal form in the presence of the Consul of Great Brifain;'
The éeremony being campleted we returned as we had cbme, and the-
invited guests, consisting of the Clergymén and the missionaries,
repaired to the house of Dr. Ball, where én entertainment was pro-
vided. At the cggt%éhof the interview the Scfiptures were read,
a hymn sung and a prayef vy Dr. Devan offered up.

The atmosphere was quite cold and I found 1t necessary
to wrap myself in my surtout & cloke. I was also considerably
fatigued having to walk a longer distance.than I had expected when
I accepted the inf?ation. But T shall not regret being present,
if I experience no 11l effects from the exertion and exposure.

Canton, ¥riday Febyi 27 ,1846.

The atmosphere continues cold, and some rain has fallen.

a festival of the god of the hearth or house hold god has

been observed by the Chinese rodaj. An unusudl din of crackers

has assalled our ears, the noise commenced early in the morﬁing
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which was quite an interruption to my quiet and at intervals it
has continued thrpugh the day. The drums of the wgtchman too'
weTe quite'annoying'in the night my mind heving been rather ex-
cited by thé scenes of last evenimg and ﬁg fest was disturhed.
.This haé‘been a eold raw day.
Canton, Saturday, Feby.ﬂSth‘1846.

The cold eontinues- or rather it seeméﬁ cold to me, thouéh
the thermometer in the house has ﬁot stoodllower than 58° - The
wind is from the northward and is attended with rain, Thé sun
has scarcely appeared for the last three days; which make s thiﬁgs
to me wear a gloqmy aspect. I have a feeling like being ouf of-"
mwy propef place; but oﬁ reflection I do not find any reason to
reproach myself for being where I am. Had my own inclinations
been consulted I should not have been here; indeed could i have
had my own Wi1ll I should not have been sick, and of course the
necessity for leaving home would not have sxisted.

Centon, Sabbath, March lst 1846.
{24 Sab. at C.}

The_clouds have passed away and .the gfgggshines brightly,
gliving a cheerful'and pleasant appearance to the face of néture—
the thermometer standing at about 58° im the morns. & £2° at noon .

The sound of the mechanic's-hammer & the din of business
assure us that we are in the midst of a people that do not krow
and TeaT not God neither regard his commands. The great mass do
not know that God requires the observance of one seventh of our
time for religious purpose and those who have heard of “the command
régard it not. When ﬁill it be otherwisal?.

At the usual hour we attended an.Engiish service et

the house of Dr.'Parker, the same as last Sabbath., Dr. Bridgman




.conducﬁed the worship, but without reading eny part of the ERpisco-
pal service. He read a very interesting sermonlfrom the National
Preacher by.the Rev. Seth Mason. The subject- Joseph iﬁ Bgypt-
hié integrity & proéperity. An example for youth whe go to for-
eign lands £o maintain their integrity to be faithful in the dis-
charge of all their'duﬁids and %o put théir trust in the Lord.

Godé granted Jacobd more thén he exﬁected} When heeﬁeard that
his son was alive he said,- ®I will go and see Eﬁm'before-l die.m--
And when‘he had seen him he éaid, "Now let me die, since I have
seen thy face, beéause thou art yet alive™: Notwithstanding
this reédiness of the petriareh %o depart, God graclously pro-
longéd:his'life seventeen years to witness his son's prosperity
& glory and to arrange the aﬁfaifs of his femily. When the timﬁ

‘drew near that he should die and steph_came to see him attended
by hls two sons, he said, "1 had not thot. to see thy face, and
lo, God hath showed me also thy seed.” -

The Lord spare me alsﬁ: Amen. |

| I,wélked to “the house of Dr. Ball, with a..giew té im--
part religiouﬁ instruction to the Sandwich Island female resident
in his family: but as I found ncne of the family at home I re-
turned. |

In the evening the members of the different families
and a few others met at This house for a prayer meeting. The
services were conducted by Dr. Parker and were adapﬁed to the
monthly concert, it beling the practice hers probably to hold the

¢oncert of prayer on the evening preceeding the lst Monday of
the month.

Canton, Monday, March 2nd 1846.

As the Paul Jones is about to sall for the U. S. I have
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written & letter to day to Mr. Hill, with a view to send by her.-%f
Note March 9”’, N}( fe'}ier rcferrea‘ to an the next pege fhere] was this day sent to a Vesse/ Fo

o Sc?nj

I+ama.:—r-aw mrmnq All cormmunications fe.ara ar [ ocfeex PRI T

It cost me an effort to write and probably to spend much tlme at

S

my desk is injuricus. But I do not feel reconciled to lay aside
entirely the use of the pen. I am sorry however to find that my
letter failed of golng by the FPawl ?ones; the boat coenveying the '
last communications having left for Whampoa, before my letter was
sent to thé store of the Agents. | |
It is rainy again to day and the weather is cold &‘un—
comfortable. |
'Oanton, Tuesday, March 3rd 1846.
| Thé weather c¢ontinues rainy, cold snd uncomfortable,and
-1 feel very little énimﬁtion. I.havelset by the steve in Dr.Bridg*
man's study most of the day. Read a prodf sheet of the Chinese
Bepository containing an article on the "Oregon Territory by the
Rev. Mr. Hines. Have raised some blood and ate no dinner.
In the evening ¥r. Xorse of the house of Oliphant & Co. called
in, and talked about New York &c. MNews has also been recently
- recd. from the U. S. and intelligence.comn®®® or mr. S. W.
Wiliiams'® arrival. .
Canton, Wednesday, March 4 184%.
The cold continues but-ths rain has held up.
A party goes from Canton to visit the U. S.Ship Columbus-
A1l the Missionary ladies are of the party. 1 should say were
invited, but only Dr. & Mrs. Parker & Dr. & Mrs. Bridgman accepied
and went. As the vessel lies at the Bogue some 30 miles & moTe
down the river (40 miles is the distance) the? will not probably
get back %o night,l

I addresséd a note to Mess'? Fetmore & Co. requesting -



them to allow one of their boats to bring up the remainder of my
baggage from the wi??%§}§¥°n‘ Rélso dropped a note to Cap. Webber
requa;ting‘him.to deliver the same. In the afﬁernoon=1 called
at the house of Dr. Ball and had an opportunity of convérsing
with Mahiai the Sandwieh Island female now under his cére. She
gave me an aécount of the Danner of being blown off from the Sénﬂ;'
wich ISIQé'; -She and six otheré all ﬁhe rest men, left Oahu in
8, ﬁhaie boat fof Molokai. On theilr way they fell in with a whalmg 
Ishlp, which they boarded,- the ship was on her way from.M&ul to,
Qahu. 4after stopping awhile they left again to proceed om their
way- the woman became sick & vomilted - Kahui a chh. mémberléf
Hanaléi, Keual, bad the charge of the boat. They expected to gee
Molokal next morning: but When_morning ¢ame no lgnd was in sight,
which produced gfeat'perplexity. Kahui proposed.fo pIay., Shé_
says they had been seven days at sea when taken up by the Hopewell
and were in a suffering condition,.

I fancy their falling in with the whaling ship was of
gerious disadvaniage to them:; as they must have been detained and
~and carried out of their way. | |

Mrs. Marshall goes tomorrow in the Stesmer to Hong Kong
footake care of the School heretofofé under the care of Mr. Gilles-
pie - She will be acccompanisd féom here by the Rev. Mr. Steedman.
Her baggage was about being removed at the time of my golng to
Dr. Ball's .

I have not felt very well this afternoon. I have had a
gchilliness and a swimming in the head and a little teﬁdency to
fever. I thérefére retired earli to rest, an& had a hottle of

hot water provided for my feet.



Canton, Thursday March 5/48.

_ Thoﬁgh L retireq'early to bed iast night and was very
comfortablé in respect to warmth, yét T 3id not get very refresh-
ing sleep, Iﬁééemed to hear every blow of the watchmen as they
begén with one and went up to five in the morming watch. I_fe@:ed .
I should be sick t@'day, but I aross about the usual time and aﬁ
this day no wdrée than 1 was yesterday for which i desire tolfeél
thankfulness..

Dr. & Mrs. B. returmed fram their excursion o the Bogue,
.which proved to be an agreeable one.- Theﬁ'arrived-at_tﬁe Colum~—
bus at about 5 P. M. and they left at aboub 10 o'ck: thus they
were out all night in the fast boat, and.h&d rather a poor night’;-
rest: but they felt themselves well repaid for this little indon-
venience from,hafing hadlgfgpportunity of see%ﬁ% the noble vessel,
through all parts of whicﬁ they werse conducteé. ‘It seems that
Mrs. Bfidgman and Mrs. Parkér_were the only?ladieé of the party. .
The Columbgs sails fcf Hong Kong: afterwards for Maniia
and then returns here agaid. Com. Biddle oniy goes to Hdng Xeong
& returns here & will hoist his broad pendent on board'the'Vincénnes

Monday, March 9th 1846.

= ..;_‘r I N
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On Friday & Saturday I was confined to my bed in conse-

quence of the cold which had been giving me trouble the two days

previoﬁs. It was attended with soms fever and a severs pain;in '

the head, also pain in the limbs ~ swimming of the head- trembling



and oceasional chills. Dr. Parker gave me a dose of aperient
medécine and dover's powders at night. (this Was:on Friday); which
gave me relief; I had an unusual feeling of heaviness as though

a great weight was upon my body. My mind too was under preséure
_thdugh I endeavored Lo cast my care upon God, who I well knew

was perfecily accquaihted with all my state.

I have been within the last three or four days severely
affected with incubus, and it was found unusually difflcult to
arouse me, Indeed I do not recollect ever tb have baen‘in.a state
‘from which it was so difficult to gain relief. On the aftermoon
of Saturday Mrs. Bridgman came into mf room and pérceiving that I
was in dlstress she endeavored to awake ﬁe, she madé quite an ef-
forst bﬁt.withouf éffetf and then called her husband, ﬁho by using
more strength succeeded in.aro;sing me. During this time I had
an inﬂistinct'idea of what was going on and began %o apprehend
there Was.something serious in my Situation and thoﬁght_that.per-
haps death might be approaching, and it became me to prépare'to
leave this world. In.the night 1 was in the same state again, with
the exception that I heard terfifying'noises and imegined fright-
ful sights, and at last seemed about td be overwhelmed beneath a
mass of subatance with which the.walls of the place, in which I
seemed to be, had been thickly embedded and which was just caving
in & left ms no hope of escape. Just at the moment when all
seemed to be lost I awoke and I obtained grateful relief and felt
disposed to-pfaise the Lord that 1% was nothing more than a dream,
I was however im real distress and no doubt gave indications &
it; for the next night being very much in the same state of dis-

tress Mr Bridgman {cousin to Dr. B.) came into my room and not with-



out a good deal of difficulty succeeded in awaking me. The Lozmd
be pralised that my sleep was not the sleep of death.

Dr. Parker vislted me several times and has shown him-
self very kind arnd atteniive. Mrs. Bridgm;n has exhibited all
the kindness and solicitude of a sister, leaving nothing u;done

© or said calculated to comfort the mind andirelieve the body. The
- Lord reward her. I have been much trouﬁled with cold feet-'Fram'
| the time of my arrival in the China sea I have suffered frcnthis
one thing more perhaps than fram %#ery thing else of a simple
- bodily kind. I Have had to wrap my feet in my flannel drawers,
and there have been nights.when I have Peen kept awake hours frﬁm-
mﬁ utter inadility to impart warmth to the lower éxfremities. I
. have had to draw up my feet aﬁd_press them to other parts of the
body, also to hold first ome foot and then the other in my hand
o communicate warmjh o them: and thus hardly have I sudceeded.
is soon as Mrs. Bridgman learned what I endurs from cold feet she
recommended bottles of warm water %o be placed at the feet at
night and ordered the servant ta provide them: and during this time
of.éoid I have experienced much relief,frbm this reﬁedy; which has
proved effectual at £ight. _

I have had very little cough since this cold came on,
and have réised no blood. The Lord seems té temper afflictions
to my condition: He doeg not lay more upon me than I am able to
bear. When hemorrhage prevails then something ¢lse is withdrawn,
and when noc a?pearances of hemorrhage disturb me, then something
else 1s sent to keep up fear This is all as it should be- and
perhaps 1t may be in answer to prayer; for I have prayed the Lord .

+ar "Fr“am

that he wounld drive foolishness %@tkaf,ﬁﬁf*f¥em me: that he would:
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not withhold 1:_1-15 hand while iniquity holds sway within. It is not
matter of astonisﬁment that I who am SO unholy should be afflicied;
“but it'is-ﬁlatter of astonishment that I should hold out in rebell-
ion so long, that blow upon blow should be inflicted to take away
sin, and yet like a stubborn son I refuse to yield to the 6h&st15~
ment of a father. Sometimes I am dlsposea to say Wlth Job (JA§KL¥E:
20 21) " hﬁve sinned; What shall I do unto thee © thou préServ-
_er of men 7 why hast thou set me as a mark against thee, so that

I am.a burdentto myself ? Andlwhy dost thou mot pardow my brans-
gression and itake away mine iniquity ?”.

Unbelief is probabiy the rﬁling sin ir my heart. Unbe-
lief and pride must be soul destroying sins. These are QLQ sins;
they are mighty sins: likelthe strong man armed they keep the
palace. It éver has and ever shall be my.pfayer that tﬁe armour
of this strong man maf be taken froﬁ.him, that his arms may be
broken and that he may be berefﬁ of all his power; all his strenghh-
all his ability aﬁd spoiled and sent ﬁeadiong to his own place.
Thus the captive éhall 5e delivered and songs of wailses £ill his
lips., _

On Sabbath I arose after breakfast and sat up all day. i’
reclined 1n the early part of the efening and arose_to be T esent
at the evening prayer meeting; Wﬁich commenced at 8 o’clock and
ﬁas conducted by Mr. James Bridgman. There were only & few strang-
ers present. Dr. Happer, of the Presbyterian Board, from Macao,
preached in the morning at the house of Dr. Perker, He took dinmer
with us this day (Monday)

Some months ago a roboerﬁwas made at this house of a con-

giderable amount of silver most of it the property of M¥r, S. ®.
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Williams. The thief was & domestic in the house he was soon howev-
exr detected and thé theft proved; buf the property was not re-
coversed. it had been pawned, and redeemed‘by an accomplice from
the Pawn Broker. The affair has been far nearly six months in the
hands of the magistrates: it having at length become ne;eséary
. that the matter shouwld be adjugted as the magistrate goes out of
office, the thing has undergone a thorough investigation and the
Mandarine in order to have the business settled éo far as the owner
of the pfoperty is.concerﬁed, has become responsiblé tolpay the
value of the silver, smounting to 52 taels (a tael beiﬁg $1f1/5)~
though this éuﬁ does not make good the loss, as there was a tabla-
¢loth of value étolen;'yet the brethrén thought it would be better
to take up with theIWOrth of the silver - as such - than to exact
what was i1ts real worth to the owners, the pay coming as it does

in the first instance frﬁm the Mandarine.

It is however believed that the thief will umdergo fur-

- ther examination, and that tortu:t;e wiil_be inflicted to make ha_m
disclose his accomplice; and that the accbmplice which 1s thought
to be some rich oompr;‘dore will be pretty tho-foughly sc_{ueezed— i.e.
in plain English - he will be made to pay the Mandarines a prstiy
heavy sum- which will probably be his only alternative to get off
without being thoroughly exposed and punished - Thése Mandarines
knownuhow to do the business- They would not become responsible

for the value of stolen properdty if they had not some good Treason
to expect to be reggid. In this case however the magistrated have
been dilato:y; and by delaying they lost .the pfospectg%§]re00?er—

ing the identical articles stolen. Whereas had they prosecuted

thg subject with vigor at the time the compleint was lodged with
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them and while the thing was fresh there 1s 1little doub?d thgt the_'
articles would have been recovered.

| i have referred to Mr. Williams. Dr. Bridgman has re-
cently obbained the information of his arrival in the U. S. bub
| knows nothing of the %ime when he will return. He hopes hawever
he will be here bﬁ the time this year closes. He went home bf the
overland routh& visited-Eéﬁpt- Palestine & Eurppe,'not however at
the expenss of the Board -- |

Canton, Tuesday, March loth 1848,

The weather is quite mild tﬁiay— the thermometer is 660
and seems to be rising. I ascended to the top of fhe house It
was only to step up a flight of stairs ascending from the entry
next. to oursift1n§ﬂ§50m, for we live in the upper story of the
building, and I was upon the roof- a flight of tile steps reaching
from the skylight near the eaves fo the ridge where is a LarTrow
platf&rm_of tiling and, three courses of steps oﬁ the other side
of the roof, affording a place to stand or git, a ffame ﬁork
being erected for security on the side of the scuttle. Standing-
on the roof of the house which is about as elevated 28 any to be
seen around, I was able to overlook the whole place, There is
scarcely nothing to be seen, except in the distance, that is at
all engaglung to the eye. The roofs to the houses present the
same dark and monotonous aspect of tile blackened by thenweather—
little chimnieghg;d frame work in all directions fer hanging out
¢clothes and articles to dry. I saw articles hanging from high
racks probably pieces of.silk or cottons Which had beeﬁ recently
.died. A number of these high racks or frames were in sight and

the articlss hung to_dry were of different colors - I saw some oOFf



—14~

l1ight blue: probably they ars comnected wifh manufactoeries~ or
dying establishments. The extent of buildings is very great- and
within the?compass of the city nothing'is'seen but roofs or at
least very little else. Where the ¢ity walls commence I cduld not
tell, and where the streets are it is equally difficult to point
out. |

I found it pleasant and a refreshment to my spirits after
being for two or three weeks shut up to get a sight beyond ths
fange of the windows of my room. It is my own fault that I have
nof enjoyed the prospect before. T had but to ascend to the top
of the house.. _ | |

| To the east we have the prospect of h_ills,. and the trees

'beyond the range of the buildings are pleasant objects for the e?es
to rest upon. And trees here and there are to be seeﬁ giving some
variety to the prospect, which without it would be almost with-
out interest.

In the evening the family visited at the house of Dr.
Parker an entertainment having been prepared ss alkind of mafriage
“celebration to honoT the nuptials of Dr. Ball. Though evening i%
was dinner, as the genteel hour of dining is six or half after six
otclock. The entertainment was ?ell sefve&, and the number of
course was ample. The guests were Dr & Mrs. Bridgman, Mr. J. G.
" Bridgmen, L. Chamberlain, Dr. & Mrs. Ball and two daughters, Dr.
Devan and lady, M¥r. Roberts, Dr. Happer- There was quite as.
much gayety as I should regard consistent with missionary gravity;
but as it was a marriage feast a 1ittle plesasantry might be justi-
fiable.

After dinner the party adjJournmed to the roof of the house-
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an elevated position overlocking the promenade - a pleasant walk
in front of the foreign factorles - and from which alsc sn exten-
sive prospect of the river and the suburbs of Canton 1s enjoyed.
We lacked the beautiful light of the moon experienced at the
islands through the transparent atmosPhere of those more favored
reglons., We haé but a feeble light- the sky being overcast & the
atmo sphers thick and hazy; - |

Our interview was closed with rﬁzging a Chapter in the
Bible singing and prayer. Dr, Happer J_ead{\3 aﬁd I was in&ited to
 make the closing:pfayer? which T offered up. |

I have becn invited to take my turn ino ieading the social
meetings: but I ha?é_not felt it my duty to consent, as my lungs
continue to ﬁe ﬁeak and I have cast myself upon the Prévidence of
God for recovery, I therefore think it incumbent uwpon me to use
the uimost caution in regard to every thing that would stand in
the way of my recovery.
| Cantofi, Thursday, Mar. 12 1846.

Called upon Mr. Kinsman, who is of the house Wetmore &Co.,
and presented a letter from Commissioner Brown given me on leav-
ing the islands. Afterwards I walked in the Public Square or
promenade in fromt of the factories. On the side next ths faéto~
ries a high wall separates it Egog_the thoroughfare-~ towards the
sea there is simply & pallisad;{f the ovher two siﬁes have high
walls. The ground 1s laid out in walks - circular square and in
the form of parallelograms- the walks are wiie and compact as gran-
ite, the work does not seem to be entirely finished - the part
towaTds the sea needs to be completed in the walks and the plant~ -
ing of trees.

In my walk out qfell in with Mr. Toby and he infoms me
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that he is thinking of chartering the Brig Wissahickon to go to
the islands; bul it is not certain thet he will succeed as others
have made épplic§§iqn for the wessel. The Captain slsc is de-~
siTous to go to the U. States. -
Friday, (Canton,} March 13,1848. -
' {witn]
Dined at% Dr. Ball's- Before dinuner walked ou?XDr. & Nrs.
Bell and his two daughters'into.ﬂéw China Street with a view %o
make some'purchases. Whenever ﬁe entered =a shop, the door was
iﬁmediately'cloéed upon us to shut us from-the observation of the
erowd, as the ladies atfiracted attentlion and a throﬁg of gazers
immediatélj collected about the door. 'We entered & half dozen &
ﬁoie storas.in pursuit of_the.articles'we desired to furchasé_&
every shop—m&ﬁ closed his doors as we sntered. -Qur purchases
however were but few. The practice of asking a high price with
a view to abate is very general: so that the asking price is no
celitericn of the worth of the ariicle., There was.however one
honorable exception to.this dighonest and very unpleasant ﬁrac—
tice., One of the‘shop—keepers I was aséured could be depended'on
- as To the price of his goods; and I made & purchase of two shawls
at a sétisfactory'price without asking for an abgtement. “the
shops seemed well supplied with goo&s and the k%é%i were polits
& obliging. We did not feel it ﬁecessary that we should make

purchases because we locked at the goods and gave some trouble to

the shop keepers. I saw many fine things, particularly in the

lackered-ware Stores, which I should have heen pleased to possess;
hut it was necessary to restrain desire, not onl¥ for conscience
sake and want of means; but for want of opportunity fto forward pur-

chases to the islands.

I spent most of .-the day at Dr. B.s and towards evening I
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went out with the family for an sexcursion of a few miles upon the
Tiver. A pleasant covered boat was.hired at the sxpemse of 25 cents,
managed DY fwo men one in the bows and the other in the stern.
After having been rowed or rather skulled & rowed the diftance per-
haps of two miles smong a multltude of craft moving in various
directions, we landed at a Place nmot thronged with inhablitants &
Made the circuit of a large pond or sxcavation sométhing Clikef) a
kalo pateh at the islands and not mors sightly or agreeable. It
is'probably used for the groﬁiﬂg of ricé, thg.'there %as no evi-
dence of ite having been rscently worked. On one side of the bank-
that bordering on the_river— was a fow of stunted peach trees, hav-—
ing the young fruit hanging on the bfaﬁches.

Canton Tuesday, March 17th 1846.

On Saturday morning I had a furn of bleeding from the
lungs- the quantity ralised being grsater than I have raised at any
time since 1 have been in China. I sent for Dr. Parker who gro-
vided medicine, told me to keep my chest in a elévated'posifion by
raising my head With pillows, and %o keep as still as possible.

He also prescribed a blister to be put upon my left breast; which
was applied Sabbath evening, with desirable eiTect.

These freqﬁent occurrenceé of bleeding are very discour-
aging, and I am lead to 1lnquire what the Lord would have me do. I
understand Mr. Tobey has not succeeded in obtaining the vessel fof
the islands which ;e had in mind, and it is doubtful whether he
cbtains a vessel which will afford accommodations for me. From
what I can learn too respecting the destination of the Columbus it
is doubtful whether it is my duty to depend onr her as & conveyance
to the islands, it being stated also that she may not reach the

islands before January. How many months I might be required to be |
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on boafd and in what circumstances I 4o not know. Accommodations
in a ship of war at best would not be pleasant to me: my temper of
mind would not mske a berth in such a.vessel congenial. It is now
a query whether I ought not 1o reconsider the point of going to
the United States, and to settle the point as soon as possidble in
order to avall myself of some vessel scon %o goj as thé season will
shortly be over, and e¥en now Iishould be brought to midsummer
before I could reach the U. S. Dr. Parker thinks favorably of a
rebonsideration of the subject_says there have come. to his knowl-
'édge facts respecting the Columbus which he did not know of when
I asked his advice before; and he does not think so favorably of
thé opportunity as he did, though he has no ddubﬁ the.Commodore
would be disposed 1o make me comfortable and I should have exdel—
lent medical advice. He édvises me to keep ﬁy mind quiet and
kindly assures me he will prayerful look at the subject, and give
me his mature advice in regard %o my course., He says there are
two veséels to sail for the_U. S._in the course oﬁ a fortnight and
he will make inguiries in regard to passage. |

I feel that in reconsidering my case I am appfoaching a
point of great im@ortance to myselfland 1o my family, but stillII
feel that nothing will be lost by'enquiring for the path of duty.
If I am in it, I shall be sustained by the conviction of being in
tné right way; and if I have 1o také another path how much soever
I may feel disappointment at the change, I shall have the assur-
ance that the pafh of duty is the path of safety. I Would there-
fore commit my way to the Lord that he may direct mﬁ steps.

- Canton, Tﬁursday, Mareh 19, 1848,
Dr. Parker ‘has given me his answer in regard to the

subject which I referred to his advice,¥ﬁz. Whether in my present
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gtate of health and prospects of a return to the islands he would
advise my walting here for the Columbus or some other apportunity
or advise a passage to the U. S. by some of the vessels Eqund
thither. He says he has considered my case carefully and prayer-
fully and conferred wiith Dr. Bridgman, and he is prepared o ad-
vise ma to seek a paséage to the U. S. - In regard %G mylpros~
pects for life he says_this.' It is impossible to’ say what will
be the termiﬂafioh of the disorder; 1% may take a turn to carry me
off soon and I may Iive ten years. He thinks I shall continue to
bleed occasionally from;the lunga as long as I live; énd shall
need to exercise great caution. He Tecommends as medical advice
should
that I =x=lx be prosecutlng a voyage now with as little delay as
possible.~ He seems to be qulte in favor on the whole that I
take the direction.of the U. States: and this as mediesl advice.

And.ﬁow I would say, "Cause me to kpnow the way wherein

I should walk for I 1&ft up my soul unto thee.” |
Canton, Friday, March 20th 1846.

Before coming to an absolute decision inlregard.to al
voyage to the U. S. I had felt it deslrable to know the prospects
of Mr. Tobey: His agents having informﬁd Dr. Parker that there 1s

(obtaining a vessel?)
no prospect for Mr. E@fﬁ?o the islands at present, and his adviese
(i.e. Dr. P.s) being that I dismiss.all thought in regard %o his
plans, I have come to the conclusion to take passage to New Yﬁrk
in the,éhip Lacas, Gép. Miller to sail early in April. The accom-
modations of fhe Lucas are precisely like those of the Congaree: '

for
and the Captain is accompanisd by his wife - price ef passagef300.-
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